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1. We transmit herewith for Headquarters Information a selection of press 
dippings covering the current controversy surround in g the BfV. For the 
convenience of the addressees we will summarise briefly the developments and 
some of the background. 

2. The 1 September issue of Stern magasine which appeared on 27 August 
contained an expose, by Stern Bonn, correspondent Peter STAEHLE, of BfV staffer 
Eric WENGER’S SS background in an article entitled "The Man Without' a flame" . 
STAEELB did not mention WENGER^S name because the BfV^s GEERKEN had reminded 
him six months previously of several court decisions which Judged revelation 
of an operational BfV official^ Identity together t^Lth his specific function 
to be tantamount to treason. However, follow-up newspaper articles on 

28 August Identified both WENGER and STRUEBING as BfV officials with SS; back- 
ground. (Comment 1 It is most unlikely that cr iminal proceedings will be 
Initiated against any of the. press organssfor thl^aiQtion bew^sq. J^tispec if lc 
duties • of WENGER and STRUEBING were not lajjjntioieoSy ''Oifr-AJie 1 t 

Interior Ministry explained to the press that less than two percent of the 
BfV employees held S3 ranks during the Nazi period and these were hired only 
after careful investigation ' to Insure against hiring anyone who was suageoted 
of having committed crimes'' under the Nazi regime. The 6 September issue of the 
Hamburg weekly Die Zelt which appealed on 5 September carried a seoond article 
by Peter STAEHLE attacking WENGER and other BfV staffers with SS background. 

In addition the article accused the BfV of employing among its investigative 
techniques such illegal practices as telephone taps and mail censorships 
Ao cording to the article this is accomplished through collusion with tjtie 
Western allies who have retained this right from the occupation period. WENGER 
was Blngled out as one of the principal conspirators in this illegal activity. 
The ramifications of this artiole Including subsequent press reaction have been 
covered in cable trafflo and will not be treated further here. Furthermore, 
it appears that the affair is yet far from closed. , 

3» When the BfV was created considerable difficulty was encountered in 
finding qualified employees untainted with an S3 past.. Accordingly, a limited 
number of persons of such background were employed, some of them Initially on 
a oontract basis. In some cases this BfV praotioe was opposed by the Allies in 
others it was tolerated. Later, when the Federal Republic regained her 
sovereignty and BfV personnel praotices were no longer subject to Allied review, 
some of the contract employees, among them WEN(ER i i'i>Wi rc^ j|iva ffl 1 J ^ « fif t'S t ai to js . As 
early as 1953 the appropriate parliamentary committees wer*e briefed on thli 
practice, and they offered no objections. According tb BfV officials this 
briefing included identity and background of the personnel in question. Thus, 
no speoific effort was made to conceal the fact that these persons were employed 
by the BfV. However, the SAEVBCKJB and FELFE oases stimulated Journalistic 
Interest in former Nazis in the intelligence and security services. It is 
stroingly suspected that this interest was further inspired by enemies of 
WENGER within the BfV who leaked information to the press. After appearance 
of the newspaper articles on 27 and 28 August the BfV contacted Herbert WEHNER 
to : sound him out on the SPD*s attitude on the £ asue of former SS .personalities 
in the BfV. According to the BfV*s Dr. NOLLAU, WEHNER gave firm assurance that 
the 3RD would create no difficulties for the BfV. The i .sue has, of course, 
now been further complicated by linking the presenoe of former SS personalities 
in the BfV wi;th r charges of employment of illegal investigative practices. So 
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far both President SCHHUEBEEBS- and the Interior Ministry have taken the 
position that* barring the inteoductmn, of new ^srrog&tory inf ormeitlbh -on 
any of the personalities in q»«n6lW*tlSi3» itfl»2d b* no reversal of the 



de$$s&on made some' years ago to eV|$$S&y « 9 W*m< the respoosibxe 

in^H-or Ministry officials arfe mm$8 ’#j|iinp|i' by publicity sash aai'.'tbkt 
recently experienced, and of illegal Investigative techniques 

will require considerable rtliwwagfit^ l»n»#W* 3 e from tbs BfV vi&-o-vis: the 
Interior Ministry, Should tfr* pvtolia opinio n an.Osi^^ihe 

press become great enough to 3 $$**’ to tb* floor ofth* 'jBwWjbfee^* 

sufficient pressure could ooJ SBi i iS s^ ; tc force a lawS^Sra^tto 

persons in question to gouaCT g M WH i ag ^o i|jjb las* to t 'tms toly iffl^lved .flg^jjjho 
pr«t^tion^of the democratic 

wS^SSd be sorely felt by the BfV* At tbs asm tine it la difficult to 
imiigiae that any such aotion coSOd bd s IniMatoB uplASS It were applied 



fcve 

fcoharge. 



uniformly to all persons with similar 



An other intelligence and 



security agencies including the BNP* the LfVs said all criminal police agencies. 

•" 4* Already in April I960 the BfV became aware that an expose on 
WfiSREB was being threatened by Btgm reporter Peter STAEHIE, several of the 
kswipjf ata&erC suspected tbjja ^^^g eat was- Umpired by an enwdrag^; WEN(ffiR 
wixJ^Ln the BfV, probably one of I OMOprs own subordinates. The. recent article 
In Die 2alt clearly demonstrates .that these suwni elons were well founded. 

Furthermore STAEHIE confirmed t»{ j &bat his sources were: 

individuals, with Inside knowledge* {©etjsdls of ggaSWB*s remarks were reported 
in. Bonn 5131) Even before the reeen t rash of the BfV* a Richard GEERKEH 

ittGbrmed tte that he had pa i^r i j iiMi i - qf aaa»imgfc» to three of fouiy. WENGEER 

. itjbt coaly one of the most. od|fgsifep$ eta^RCars i2k the BfV but also one of the 
mb^ded*m**<U He admits bwdfige \m> on^Wfloh. dealt rather firmly >&th some 
3»«a Baspir ed wad les» ertetsttUo A^rfliwtfea, These saw waoiMihe 
pr58» suspects on GEHKEN’s list, Xt would appear hbfct them my a 

conspiracy involving several BfV staffers intent upon unseating wjftqkEj^ »nrf 
thab' these persons are simultaneously feeing to smt^b dt£fd*<ent 

If". 1 '4 1 



5* Further details on the 
affair are being reported sepan 



and mail intercept aspects of this 
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